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and I myself learned many sound lessons from them.    I am not proposing that the  children should not sit behind a curtain in chapel., or that they should take exercise in a corner of the common yard.    I am merely pointing out that the bad influence on children is not; and could never be, that of the prisoners, but is, and will  always   remain,  that   of  the   prison system itself.    There is   not a  single man in Reading Goal that would not gladly have done the three children's punishment for them.   When I saw them last it was on the Tuesday following their conviction.    I was taking exercise at half-past eleven with about twelve other men, as the three children passed near us, in charge of a warder, from  the   damp, dreary stone-yard  in which they had been at their exercise.    I saw the greatest pity  and  sympathy in  the  eyes of my  companions  as  they looked   at  them. Prisoners are, as a class, extremely kind and sympathetic to each other.    Suffering and the community of suffering makes people kind, and day after day as I tramped the yard 1 used to feel with pleasure and  comfort  what Carlyle